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Central inquiry: How should we explain an achievement when the surviving evidence is distributed, partial, and shaped
by power?

Learning targets

You will be able to:
« distinguish script, language, translation, interpretation, and evidence;
« reconstruct a cumulative method rather than a lone-genius narrative;
« evaluate participant and institutional sources for position and limitation;
« distinguish a documented custody mechanism from an ethical judgment;
* test a historical analogy without flattening differences;

« construct an evidence-bounded argument with a qualification.

Vocabulary in analytical use

Define each term, then explain why it matters in this episode: decree, script, Coptic, cartouche, phonetic sign,
determinative, cumulative, provenance, custody, capitulation, attribution, qualified claim.

Choose three terms and write a sentence in which replacing the term with a looser word would make the historical
explanation less accurate.

Comprehension and synthesis

1. Original function versus later use

Write a two-column comparison:

Then explain why the second column should not erase the first.

2. Method reconstruction

Write a 150-200 word explanation of how the following worked together: copies and casts, royal-name comparison,
Coptic, phonetic analysis, determinatives, and testing beyond the Stone. Your explanation must include one sentence
explaining why a proposed reading needed evidence beyond the original fragment.

3. Source-position exercise

The authorized source set includes Young's own 1823 account, Champollion-centered French material, British
institutional syntheses, older British Museum scholarship, and a Cairo Governorate page.
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For each source position, complete:
» What perspective or purpose might shape this account?
» What useful evidence might it still provide?
» What claim should we avoid making from it alone?
Conclude: Why is "Who deciphered the Stone?" a weaker question than "What did each contributor add, and what
evidence supports that attribution?"
4. Uncertainty is information
Explain the difference among:
 the commonly accepted 1799 discovery account near Rashid;
« the British Museum's warning that discovery details are vague;
* an older source's differing month or details.

Why is it more rigorous to preserve the disagreement than to choose the neatest version?

Debate seeds
Develop one of these into a seminar position or short argument:

1. Object identity: The public story should begin with the decree's Ptolemaic purpose, not with European
decipherment.

2. Distributed credit: "Young versus Champollion" is an inadequate frame for the history of decipherment.

3. Custody: The 1801 surrender terms document how British possession was claimed, but cannot alone settle ethical
legitimacy.

4. Public memory: A famous object can be both an important comparative artifact and a symbol of the imperial history
through which it was moved.

Required structure: claim, evidence, counterpoint, qualification, conclusion.

Extrapolation and transfer

Transfer A - Knowledge infrastructure
Select an achievement from science, technology, art, law, or culture. Map its scaffolding:
« visible finished result;
* earlier concepts or tools;
« distributed contributors;
* institutions and power structures;
« evidence that survives;
* evidence that is missing or contested;
» what the Rosetta Stone analogy clarifies;

» where the analogy breaks.
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Transfer B - Test the method

Imagine that a researcher claims to have decoded an unknown writing system from one bilingual fragment. Design a
minimum test set. What additional comparisons, language knowledge, repeated signs, or independent texts would you
require before accepting the claim? Explain why each test matters.

Transfer C - Ethics and evidence

Write two paragraphs that must remain together:
1. What does a museum's custody account establish?
2. What additional evidence would be needed to make a stronger ethical or legal claim?

Do not fill the evidence gap with an assumption about what "the people" thought.

Short response prompt
In 500-700 words, answer:

How does the Rosetta Stone show that historical understanding depends not only on objects, but on the
networks of language, copying, comparison, attribution, and power around them?

Use at least four source identifiers from S1-S11, one counterargument, and two explicit qualifications.

Self-check

« Did I distinguish three scripts from two languages?

« Did | describe the decree before treating the Stone as a decoding tool?
* Did | explain a method rather than list names?

« Did | assign contributions instead of declaring a winner?

* Did | separate custody mechanism from ethical judgment?

« Did | state what my evidence does not establish?

Source note

This packet is bounded by the authorized Episode 001 Research Package, CNP, and Evidence Bundle. It does not
authorize new claims about Egyptian legal title, broad Egyptian public opinion, exact discovery circumstances, or a final
neutral ranking of Young and Champollion.
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